) 53N 0890-6831

May 1988

MUSLIM PERSPECTIVE

Published Monthly by MASJID TUCSON

Editor: Rashad Kha!'lfa Ph.D.

STEVE JOHNSON

Ramadan 1408

(Pillar of Islamic Society of North America - ISNA)

MAKES THE ULTIMATE MOVE

God is the Lord of those who believe,

into the light (22571,

He leads them out of darkness

Only those who possess intelligence will come to Me [ 2:26s, 13:19, & 39:9 1

In View of the Qur'gnic facts that the majority
of people will fail to believe (12:103), and that
the majority of those who do believe fall into
idolatry (12:106), our heart-felt congratulations
go to Steve Johnson for making the ultimate move
to GOD ALONE. Steve made his courageous initial
move years ago from false Christianity to false
Islam. Obviously, God knew of Steve's sincerity
in his quest for God's truth, and God saw to it
that Steve discovered ‘the true Islam. Hence, the

blessed move came, and Steve declared that he
could not possibly accept Hadith, Sunna, or ‘any
man-made teachings; he decided that the word
of God, the Qur'an, the whole Qur'an, and nothing .
but the Qur'an,
guidance. .
Congratulations Steve. "Only those who steadfast- )
ly persevere ... those who are extremely fortunate .
succeed in making the ultimate move® (41;35).
See Steve's article on Pg 3. o

National' Council on islamié Affaiis
Discovers the Fallacy of Hadith

A famous Hadith where the Prophet Muhammad
Is accused of predicting that the Muslims will
fight the Jews, and that the stones and trees will
speak to tell the Muslims about Jews hiding behind
them, has been declared by the National Council

on Islamic Affairs as "so stupid,” and "un-Istamiec,”
and "anti-Islam.” Thus, common sense is prevailing
among the enlightened Muslims, and the truth
marches on. God bless the National Council on

Islamic Affairs,

THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

OF THE UNITED ISLAMIC NATION
Sep. 2, 3, & 4, 1988, Tucson

This year's conference is shaping up as a major
historic event. Dr. Mansour, the first Azhar Scholar
lo embrace the true Islam, will deliver the Friday
Khutba. Other speakers: Gatut Adisoma, Kassim
Ahmad, Malfk Ali, Ismail Barakat, Dr. E. Douglass
Brown (formerly Rashid Hamed), Gale Cunningham
{lormerly Razia), Linda Calloway {formerly

Jamilah), Steve Johnson,
(formerly Karima Omar),
Khalifa, Soussan Rey, and Saeed Talari. Official
Qur'an Reciter: Patemeh Karbassi (Parivash).
Send for your Conferenca badge today (Individua}
fees $76.00; Family fees $95.00). See vou at the
Conference IN SHAA ALLAH. i )

Virginia Kamouneh
Feruz Karmally, Rashad

shall be his source of religious *~
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THE HADITH DEBATE

Rationalism VS Irrat:onallsm
by Kassum Ahmad

T have sufficiently sShown ...

that the so-called "authentic®

Hadith possess the characteristics of being sectarian and
factional, anti-science, anti-reason and anti-woman, apart
from being anti-Quran. These constitute a perfect prescription

for dlsumty and backwardness.

Tne curreat Hadith dobate in Malnysia and in some other
St coumtries aeizlng frow my look piblishied last year
(1adith — A Re—evaluation) remiicik me of (eorge Surion's
remark in hiz  mooumentel three-voluine “A  Mistory of
Science®. le xaid, *The main fssue. then as now, wsas nol
betncea materialism and spiritualism, bul between rationslixm
and ireationalism. 3t is amazing to discaover that in that
very early time rimont all the Greek philosophers had already
realized .that, No sysiem of theirs, nol even the l-:picmmn,
was purcly materislistic; none, not even the Platenic, wes
purely spicituslistic, They all undersiand that one needs
some kind of matier even for thinking, and that one cannotl
refute spirifuglism except with sume kind of mind or spicit.”

The dominant snti-rationalist curcent in the present Istamic
renaissance movement must sooner or later come to reslize,
as aid their early rationslist ancestors, the profound Quranic
teuth that faith and reesoa are not In conflict. Thev are
1wo sides of the same coln. Aany verses stress (higs. fndeed,
God repestedly says ihal he Quran is addressed to Lhose
who think. And extremely clear verse polnting to the very
closo relationship between faith snd reason reads; “No soul
can believe ecxcepl with God's Jeave, for He deliberately
blocks eut those who defy common sense.” {10:100) Il was
precisely because the carly Muslim pgenerations observed
the wiily of falth and roason tuat they were able Lo create
monutvents of seionce, thought amt cullure. Present-day
Muslims must retrace their steps back Lo the spirft of those
times 1o regain the scientlfic, Inlellectual and pelitical
Jeadership of -the world thst they once held. Are they capable
of dolng It again? If they are not {(and the odds are against
them), other nations will replace them, as the Quran has
warned (see Quran 47:38).

f casnotl deal with all the poinis that have been raized
in thix debate. | have answered some of them in two of my
cerller articles (see PSunday Star” and "New Sunday Times™,
Kunla Lumpur, June 22, 1988). My traditionalist critles,
theologions and scholars slike, who have brought out two
books 1o answer mine, have mercly repeated the age-old
classical acpumeants for uphalding the Hadith, which [ have
refuted. it Is my humble opinion that they have not answered
my refutation.

I huve quoted many clear verses of the ‘Quran and some
conforming hadith in my book to prove that the prophet
brought, taught, foliowed and preached with only the Quran,
Unfortunaiely, our moderir-day blind fallowers of traditionalist
theologians simply will not give serious consideration to
them, seeking (o rationnlize them to conform 1o their
slrcady-formed opinions, and arguing that the majority of
thealogians, past and present, cannot make mistakes. Yet

they know full well that the truth does not depend on the .

majority!

They tirclessly ond unashamedly argue that God's commeaud
1o us lo cbey the messenger menns that we should follow
the ludith when the phrase cleurly means to obey God and
to follow only the Quran. This meaning is supported by
countless othier verses In the (s, by surh proven wegknesses
of very many ‘aunthentict hadith and by such proven weaknesses
of the clazsicsl Hadith methodoloygy that it Is pointless to
dwell on it any further,

Most of our leaditionalist theolopions and arbolars have
proved themselves quite incapndite of discusaing the Hadith
inang eativimlly nnd intelligenthy, ‘thiz is the strongest reason

vhy n public debate fs nercsaary o that the enlightencd
seclions of the dluslim communily can criticize thelr errors
at woll a5 thelr oarrow-mindedness and bigotry, end bring
them dack to reasod.

Asiny people criticize me for connceling the Hasith with
Husiin disunily and backwardnecs, nome  conteadies; that
men) Alriime hove not even teed poy book of Hadith, tet
tlore bewge infhicneest by 11F They tnve miaed tie peint

altogether. The relevant question is ane of the jdelological
basis or bases of Muslim behaviour, not what books they
read or do not read. AS & matter of (act, the Hadith has
becn with us for around @ thousend years and has becn actively
propagatrd to us for as long. 1 agree that not all Muslims
have come under Lhe spell of the Hadith, ex a number of
em have chosen to follow liberalism or dMarxism as of
Iate (including me, at one time!). Hut none of us can deny
the fact that the Hadith, alonc among other ldeologlesl
ingredionta, has been, since 8 enerpence, the major
ideologicat bagis of Muslim thought ond behaviour. If one
understands this non-Quranic idcelogical configuration under
which modern Muslims live, aone can grasp the profound
tmport of the prophatic words of the Quran:

Shall We treat the submitters like rhe guilty?! What Is

wrong with you? How do you judge? Do you have another

book that you apply? One that gives you snything you

want? (63:35-28)

The messenger wiil say, "My Lord, tmy people have descrted

thiz Quran.” (25:30)

Of course, the traditionalist theologlans and scholars, tied
to thelr traditional ‘sscresgnct’ methodology, will hotly
deny the applicabllitly of these verses (o the Muslims. But
since the Quran s current, what can the phrese “snother
book" that "yives you anything you want® mean for the Muglims
hut the Hadith? As 1o the second verse, it obviously refers
10 the present refection of the Quran hy sll ideclogical groups
of mankind, [ncluding the formal AMirlims. The term “my

‘poople” used by Praphet AMuhnmmad must mean “sll mankind”

siuce hig mission wag unltversal.

In spile of the contradictory lestinony of historical sources,
a genera) conclusion may be suflcly drawn that the first
divigion in the early Atulsim commumniiy between the 'orthadox’
Sunni party and the ‘heterodox’ Shi'sh party of Afl was both
political and religious. The party of Ali resaried (o a so-called

- Gitmdie Kmmun hadith in which the prophiet was alleged to

have said, "lle of whom 1 am maater, of him Alj is also the
master” in order (o bolster up their (nctionalism when the
noble grephet spent his whole Jife fighting against fi{ Of
caurse. 4t (his time the hadith had not vet been compiled
or lnstitutionnlized as & primary source of law, bul the grest
prestie of the prophet bad alrendy been misuaed dy Lhe
various pojitical and theolugical factions. It stiould be well
roted that as long as Uw Quran retanined the only primaey
source of reforence for the Aluslime:, they could rounite
nud pdvance on the husis of its tenchings, but as soon as
they set up other sonrces of reference to rival the Quran,
8s happencd when they set up the [{adith sx the ¥second
primary® source, the division became [rreversible, contlnuous
und permanent.

I have sufficiently showen In my Httle hoak that the so-called
uuthentic’ Hadith poscesa  the  clmrncteristics of being
sectarien  ond  factionni,  aati-science, anti-reason,  and



unli-wanien, spart {rom beiry ami-Quens. These eonslitute beutd (ram F, who hoard from the propliet.” ft is a report

4 perfect parscription fer disunity  and backwaraness. Of of un ulleged saylng or daing of the proptetl across six to
courze, detailed date stould now be collected lo fully elght generations. Al (he (ime of the campilstion (between
cemonsirale and prove the destructiveness of the Hadith U0 and 400 years afler the prophet) the first (ew generations
iicolczy lo the Muslims. This, however, was not the aim of slleged reporters were no mare and there were no sure
of ray book. muons of determining the truth of these reports directly,

In 'spr'(e of ovacwhelming cvidence to he contrary, msny Even the traditionalists edmit that the bulk of tha report
Muslitis urn still unable to disnsiociato Prophet Muhammana I3 kearsay. Sueh being the case, Iy ix aztonishing that the
from the lladith. But this is precisely the [irst importaat consensus of truditionalist theolegions huz required Muslims
hurdle to clear before one can get any rational undecstanding o balicve in it, snd has prononnced those who disbulieve
of the Hadith. The classical formula is: "Bukharl {or (ke in it 1o be outside Whe fald of Islam!

other compilers) reporis from A, who hesrd [rom B, whe . % S a
heard (rom C, who besrd from 1), who heard frem E, who [ To be continued in the coming issues ]

MEDITATION ON A JUGULAR VEIN

by Steve A. Johnson

Closer to me than my jugular vein? Then He knew, He He felt and knew before | forced my smile, & handshake,
knew when Joy slipped into roctine and routine into hatred. & word of praise, So what wes He teaching me? What was
Why dlan't He just flick my heact, over so lightly—a 110 see? What Insight? what meaning?
resssurance, a hope filled nudze? Dut Jle didn', snd even He was closer to me that the pulsing vein the moment
hatred slipped awayv. Then came Use teacs of pleading, “Please ! wnispered, “NO", "NO MORE." No mare. My God Is not
let me feel” Bul the answer® Silence. Always the same of ossified rules separating men (rom women, bellevers
“plense”, the zame cuesticns. the same remnamts of hope; in this from believers in that. My God does not sit sternl
but the same answer—Silence. The Lears stopped. denouncing the goodnesy outside the barbed wire of Islamic

"Everyone walks throuch the desert,” the wise-feigning, law, or condemning love that bursts into music and festlvity.
sain-feigning Muslim sheikh sald. He dida't undersiand. He felt the joy in me, In Him when after the "NO* | ruid
It waz not the desert | feared. Deserts can have blue sky "YES" to the mysterfous Real beyond theology, beyond hadith,
suerounding the cruel sun, they have shifting sands, days cosmic light and hope years past ritual. -
e0d nights, skittering creaturca—life, 1 don't fear the desert, He sustained the me that did not leave a truth, but who
only tho absence of descrt; the absence of feeling—spirftual naw embraces The Tcruth that cannot be eashrined in Arabic,
death. No, 1 Is The Truth thet dances on the language of wordless

Ho knew when the prayer was followed by sighs and quiet faith,
slares Uirough cold window glass into...onto strests chaotic Closer than my juguler vein? He knew and felt {t all. He
with twilight traffic. He was there when I played my rele—Mr. Eeve the permission, and shared In the Journey. It cannot
Muslim lecturing to the fost lonely miserable unbelievers—s be wrong or evil because life cannot be wrong or evil. If
paid savior amid the *"ma sha'Ailahy® and “Allahu Akbar's®. He Is closer 1o me than me, then it was sll Hig and j{ was
Why didn't He at least let me delude myself in (he act? good.

Why always the silence inside, piscing silent judgment on
the different me's?

(s i1 NEW VIDEOQ PROGRAMS

te is comlortable, at-home-with-
hi:-fcet—propped—up—m—tho—coﬂee-mble, wilh self-correction

~and | think [ know hiz scerel. It's no secret, really—it's 1 M -4 :

o et i v (1) Marriage in Islam$19
winkle, "Simply Quran. Just the Word of God.® Well, you

get the point. His platfoem iz indeed constructed entirely

on Qur'an, a fact which Is genlly evident in ceaversation 2 What IS IS am

with himi, Unlike ro many sell-styled “scholars® and lgnorant -

“alims,™ his inceasant reference to Qur'an is truly spontancous, E 1 f I 1 1 9 O 0
uncontrived—and inclutierad by (ishy (ish stories and fatuous SS e ntla S O S am °

{atwes, .

Sinco my "sssocistion” with him (it sounds ke we've boen - L .th K
discovered in &2 love nest with Shaikh Rsttle 'n Rell and (3) Ma rtln u er lng
Jimmy Swaggert In ISNA 1HQ and let's see how long it takes ° s
for 1hat to hit the rumor milll), T have been asked by countless D d A M l $ 1 9 00
Individusls, *De you know what Rashad Khallfa is all gbout?™ le us lm’ b

They have heard, they confide in hushed tenes, Lhat he (s
8 °py for the Qudiyenis, a Bahat, a Masen, Jello Diafra's (4) Who IS God‘) $1 9 00
podivtrist... No, thev've never aclually met him, they confess; L] L]

no, they haven't sctuully read his work, but they've heaed

from someonc wnose second cowsin heard [rom Someone SEND FOR OUR
that—

Dut Cr. Khalifa remains unfnzed by these rumors; in (act,
he seems genvinely amused by them. Ile sgys lhut these

tales have acically been insteuctionsal, that he's learned

most of whal he knows about these secls {rom the “Islamic"

tabloidz, the Hational Exolrers of the Muslim world, thet - :
— o XDITe ;

vroudenst them, -

Yes, | ¢o know whal Rashad Khalils is ell about, or gt ’SLA,MIC pRODUCTJONS
i TG E

least. [ think U'm oeginhing tog | only wizh that they did.
All they would have to do to find out is o pick up &8 Qur'an.

"They weantl to put out God%n light wilh Lheir mocths, but
God (nsists upon perfecting Mis lght...” (9:32) God insista
And that's whal Rasnad Kralifa, this gentle, twinkling 119
man in Arizona Iz g}l about.
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IF GOD INSISTS: A TRIBUTE

O RASHAD KHALIFA

by Virginia Omar Kamouneh (formerly Karima Omar)

For several years | had thought of him simply as “The
Number 19 Man"—you know, that guy in Arizona whose
computer reseacch on the Qur'an had smashed so many
intellectual walls, freed so many hearts to accept Cod's
last revelation.

| alss thought of him with & good deal of bewilderment.
After oll, this Rashad Khalifs, this €19 guy, was also
raputed—and openly cleimed-—-to deny Prophetic treditions,
Even the collections of hadith which ] had investod so much
money axd 50 many brain cells in amessing and absorbing.
Not only the “weak™ hadith (rother a redundancy, really)
which my imported role models frowned upén even more
than usuel, but the good old Sunmi siaples of Bukharf and
Musiim with their lovely bedtime stories of the Mercy for
Mankind forcing his epemles to drink camel urine, gouging
out eyes with hot nalls—in betwecen satisfylng 9 wives in
a single evoning.

So this #19 guy had the gall to prefer the Quer'an—the
Word of God—to these gratuitously graphic goodies? Gee.
Then how &id he know how to do all the funp stuff the sunnah
teaches us?! How did he know which shoe to put on [first,
which hand to eat with, or what to zay before, during and
.after going to the bathroom? From whatl | had been taught,
‘man could not only not live by dread alone, but he couldn't
even make it on a strict Word of God dist—he had to have
supplements, other men to do the hard stuff for him—like

80, for quite awhile, my perception of him was marked
by ambivalence. Given my Inteliectual/emotional/social
state at he time, this was probably the best of all
emotione—ilrm indecision. Por quite awhile, my comment
on Dr. Rashad Khalifa wes, "I Jove the work he's done with
Qur'an end may Allah bless him for it but—I can't egree
with bz views on badith.” Il was a stock response, n mantra
which | dutilully chanted when asked my opinion of this
man from the Mystetfous East of Tueson.

Par quite awhile. But, ss the Quriun says, "You pasy from
stage 1o stage” (84:15) and ] certainly did. To stage to stage,
In fact, though that’s enother story allogether. For gradually,
almost [mperceptibly, | ¢ame to understand—and [inally
accept—what (ronically had siways qualified my admiration
of Dr. Khalifa. But it wasnt through him: it wasn't through
his books and newsletiers which, [ confext, were eclipyed
in my lbrary by frightful mounds of Tafsir-of-the-Years
and Icky-thyas—it was simply through my study of hadith,
my rescarch and writing and reevalustion of my own beliels—s
process of evolution as unlikely as [t was inevitable.

[ had heard of lovers of God before; had even met s few
who seemed to be caught up in sn affsir with the Divine.
But, more often than not, it seemed to have degenerated
into a Miles Standish siiuation with the love originaily
addressed to God being Intercepted by aa (unwilling)
intercessor—as Prophet, a aspiritual guide, & teacher or
somewhat shaky shaikh.

No, | never had met a real Jover—not of God, anywsy.
I'd encountored lovers of Ilis lovers perhaps, or lovers of
lovers of Hlis lovers wilh their wishful errangements of
carefully cultlvated hothouse piety, but no direct~dialing
davatees. And | certainly didn't expect to find onc In this
Rashad Khallfa.

Dy tha time 1 met him, | wag o supporter, even a bit of
a fan, so | had {ully bracod myseif for the inevitable letdown,
Yeos, inevitable, for frankiy, I expocted to {ind sa air of—of
parancla. After sll, anyone who hed westhered the slings
and arrows of controversy that he had over the years was
bound to be a liltle on the jumpy side. So, I anticipated at
least a somber, Intense man, one who matched the bold
face and exclamation poinls of his writings. ] expected a
man who hadn't time to be silly, hada't strength left to laugh
at himself and was too busy opening hate mall to crack a
smile. But that was OK, { reminded myself; OK and qulte
naturel. Writers always gecmed fo suffer in the translation
of foce-to-face encouniers. After all, 1 was » writer, and
hatt seen the suicidal looks of readers who had had the
misfortune to at last meet me In the flesh,

instead, that bright pre-spring afternoon, in the International
House of Psnceskes decp in the bowels of Burbank Cslifornia,
no less, | found a shining exception to the rule. I found &
lovar, & true lover of God. A man whose speech, behavior
end mannerisms bore witnass to the fsct that sudbmission
to God is {ndecd a happy state—not the gloomy and grim
affsir thet so many portray i1. | found a man with a quick
wit, 8 ready smile, & gentle humillty which wag fairly
radloactive in its trust and rcllence on his Creator. On his
Creator. Not on his Creator's creation, not on the cultural
sccurity dblanket of knec-jerk rituals, not on the petty shirk
of scif-rightecus riles or Sufic psychobabble but on God
Alone.

fronically, In all my ycars of searching for a magical
mystical cure-all, I found it {n a man who demystifies Islam,
vho cuts theough all of ihe idolatry of what-to-
do-to~whom-with-which-band-when to reveal the safe, sane
and sensible Way that we always pretend and scldom portray
It (o be. A man who scems conlent with his God—"..sacure
and coatent soul, come back to your Lord, sstisfied and
satisfying.® (89:27-28), a man sstisfied that God has "imposcd
no hardship on you in observing the religion® (22:78) Perhaps
that's why he ruffles the feathers of so many bird-brained
siuslimg, for he embodics the truth—the simple fact that
picty and clinlcal depression ars not synonymous, nol even
on speaking terms. A subversive truth, indecd.

Dr. Khalifa Is indecd a curious csse. He has gardens of
lavrels of Impressive achievoments on which he cauld casily
rest—and not unjustifiably. Hiz trenslation of the Quran
is truly Inspired, clcer, concise—and being scrspped by fts
translator. Less thun 7 years after its pubdlication, he is

publishing a revized edition.
[ Continued on Page 3 ]
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